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berore the Mc néo lien Committee on June 30, 1958, it mn 
7 allegec that JAMES EMERY was the leader of the Mafia in 
we this area prior to his death in 1957. 


“I ‘thought the Bureau might be interested in 
- knowing what. is contained in Chicago files on EMERY. and 
oe A Summary thereof is enclosed herewith. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
— 


Office Menhandum + UNITED Mes GOVERNMENT 


TO: SAC, CHICAGO (94-604) - © DATE: July 3, 1958 


HON Ls (ss Pre CIERKS coo 
| ATT'N: SA FRANCIS W. MATTHYS nae 


SUBJECT: VINCENZO AMMERATTI aka 
James Emery 
ANTI-RACKETEERING 


It should be noted that this memo contains all 
identical criminal references. No identical security 
references could be located. 


I. GENERAL CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 


31-3 32h-h4 


Memo SAC from SA JEROME DOYLE at Chicago, Illinois, 
dated April 6, 1936 reflects that houses of prostitution were 
being maintained and operated indirectly by Chicago Heights 
gangsters at 2606 South Chicago Road, Chicago Heights, 
Illinois. This address was also the "headquarters of VINCENZ 
IMMARATA, alias JIMMIE EMERY. It was reported that he was 


actively engaged in transporting girls from Chicago to 
Indiana. 


31-3324-50 
- SA JEROME DOYLEts memo to SAC, Chicago dated 


April 16, 1936 states that he obtained from Immigration 


five pages of typewritten notes. 


identity not stated in notes) stated 
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was interviewed by 54 Po 
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advised that a man named EMERY (probably meaning 


LMY EMERY) ran the horse racing, prostitution, gambling 
and slot machines for the Chicago Heights pangsters. He 
stated that the tie-u 





62-3283 -1 pel,5 
| Memo, SAC, Chicago from oe 
dated September 29, 1943 regarding, naerwor Ctivities, 
Chicago Heights Tilinois" ref er aR, 
1943, SA contacted 


Chicago elg inois, as per his telephone request 
to Special hrent ERNEST C. CASSILL. 


, nel [statea that about five and one-half years 
ago, SAM COSTELLO, Chicago Heights was murdered and that SAM 
used to head all the rackets in Chicago Heights, Illinois. 
That immediately upon the death of SAM COSTELLO, one JIMMY 
EMERY whose real name was believed to be JIMMY AIMARATI and 
who Lived in the 2600 block on Chicago Heights, took over 
as head of the rackets, bé 


The[__|stated that JIMMY EMERY started out 
as more or less a pimp and that he believed BMERY used to 
control several houses and then worked in on the gambling 


racket when SAM COSTELLO was killed and that he now ran all 
the mobs, 


ma| statea. that the States! Attorney's 
Office and the eriff!s office of Cook County had 


often questioned him, but had never gotten anywhere. The 
further stated that he veieves| 
of whom there were several memoers still living 


Qe 




















| - On September 22, 1943, SA 
Sélective Service file of AMARATI from 
_ Local Draft Board No. 13, Flossmor. Said | 
his correct name was VINCENZO -AMMERATO, alias “STM. EMERY; 
that he- was residing. at 2606. Chicago Road, South Chicago 
Heights, Illinois, that he was born November 2, 1892, 
Cosenzo, Italy; that he was self employed--owned seven 
= race horses--claiming his occupation to be "race horse 
owner and trainer" for the past twelve years. VINCENZO 
AMMERATO was described. as: 


~~) OS 
OC) 


Height: | = § feet 5 inches 
-© Weight: 170 pounds . 
Eyes: » | Brown 
Hair: : Black 
Complexion: Dark 


o Also in the files of Local Draft Boar No. 13, 
=.. Flosmor, was a file on AMMERATOts mson RALPH AMMERATO, Alias 
RALPH Ẹ EMERY. RALPH EMERY'ts Selective Service. file indicated © 
that he lived at the same address as his father, but was at 
that time living at 2321.Colosseum Street, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, as of July 22, 1943. RALPH EMERY! s occupation 

was given as that of bookmaker on horses at 122 South Clark 
Street, Chicago, for the past six years, He was classified 
as 4-F, remediable, and his file indicated that he held 
Social Security Number 350-01-8375. His file also indicated | 
that he wae formerly phehoyed by the Owl Club, Plumber Street, 
Calumet City. RALPH EMERY was described as follows: 


Marital Status: Single: 
kge: £9 years 
Date of Birth: September 28, 1913 
a Chicago Heights, Illinois 
Height: — | = 5 feet 7 inches 
. Weight: oe 135 pounds 
Eyes: E . Hagel 
Hair: | Brown 


. Complexion: . Dark 
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62-3283-1 p.l,5 Conte 
On September oe. 1943, Chief of Police, JOE DINEEN 


of Flossmor, Illinois, who was being contacted on another 
matter gave the inform tion. that he believed JOE EMERY: to .: 


be the co of all known. gangsters. 


| 0223375 - -2h p5 


l “Memo, SAC Chicago dated Joliet. Illinois, October 
Ll, 1944 from SA regarding "Crime 





Survey; . Joliet Resident Agency Information Concerning" 


P SEUR in part the following: 


P 


O ATA has Aer determined that at the present time 


there are no houses of prostitution, no slot machines and no 


gambling or bookie joints operating in the city of Chicago 
Heights. However there exists in Chicago Heights a so 
called syndicate which formerly controlled the operation of 
all these activities in and around Chicago Heights. As 
previously indicated this organization is attempting to gain 


control in Calumet City to replace their activities that 


formerly took place in and around Chicago Heights. This 
syndicate was formerly controlled by one SAM COSTELLO of 
Chicago Heights. However: gout 6 years ago, SAM COSTELLO 
was murdered. Immediately after his death, one JIIMY 
EMERY took over as head. EMERY, whose real name is VINCENZO 


AMMERATO, is alleged to have formerly been a pimp and to 


have controlled several houses and then worked into the 
gapoling racket before taking over-co + Ol tne whneie 


The head- 


quarters of the syndicate was the back room behind the 


bar in the Thomas Hotel, Chicago Heights. However since 
the activities of this eroup have been curtailed for 


sometime LAPORTE had entered the US Navy, enlisting on 


October 27, 1942 as a s 1/c, Navy serial #7256831," 
"The following information regarding JDM 


EMERY, alias AMMERATO is being set forth: 


| It has been determined that this person! so 


correct name is VINCENZO AMMERATO and he resides at 2606 


Mie | 








© 
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62-3375-24 p.5 Cont. 


Chicago: Road, South- Chicago Heights. He was born Noven ber 
2, 1892, at Cosenzo, Italy and claims to be self employed, 
being the owner of 7 race horses, his occupation being that 
of race horse owner and trainer. AMMERATO was at one time 
denaturalized afterwards in Chicago on the grounds that he 
resided outside the jurisdication of the Chicago Heights | 
city court at the time he was naturalized by said court. " 





Concerning ony possible tie up between the syndicate 
‘and labor unions, it was determined that ther 
connections except in one possible instance. 





| 62-3679-171. 


7 This serial i at of naper containing the “he 
m av, 1916." 7 BO 
notation Received from May, 1940." | PIC 


PA 
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62-3679-171 Cont. E 


Enclosed with the sheet of paper was a report 
(typewritten) dated for May (day illegible) reading as 
PO ONES | 


"I done iow whether youd be particularly interested 
in A + truth there is to it but a friend of 
mine in one of the rough dives out in Calumet 
City insists to me that JIMMY EMERY of Chicago Heights (his 


right name is EMERITUS; hes a dago) is the current AL 

CAPONE in these parts. This guy (in whom I havent much 
confidence) says EMERY. is “real behind the scenes big shot and an 
give orders even to TONJ“ACCARDO and the rest of the mobsters in 
Chicago. You probably have heard of or about him. He 

seems now to have acquired a lot of wealth at least; has a 


string of horses running on the trgeks, etc. I checked this i 
last with our horse expert eae he knew about b7c 
him and. his horses, said he can get a list of them if desired. 


¡gave me the information in connection with the 
kidnaping. He suspected this Chicago Heights 


S 


mob htaded by EMERY had EMERY? s henchmen- 
two known and two 
others, who had hung around Calumet City persistently, had 
disappeared from there on the Saturday that as kidnaped 


until was released. He says that the mob (including 
the Chicago end) have the gambling privileges (craps etc) 
slot machines, furnished of girls and booze privileges, 
divided up for Calumet City and that its all directed by 
EMERY; that the dive owners there 211 kick in weekly to a 
pot, making up about $10,000 for protection from the highway, 
state and other police and some federal men, If EMERITUS is 
not a gang boos now he has been in the past. In a piece on 
Chicago Heights published in the Tribune, April 26, 1936 and 


written by LLOYD WENDT (hes one of those kids that ‘would get 
something if it fell on him;) there is the following paragraph: 


and a. up again for a number of days - at least 


a: ‘JIMMY EMERY (EMERITUS) took over Chicago Heights 
for CAPONE, Two of the largest handbooks outside of Chicago 
operated within two błocks of the city hall. Gambling houses 
and speakeasies operated freely in the town. 
nly en a Genna detachment under 
ook over the alcohol privileges and 


bu 
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62 2-9679-171 Cont. 


money was there any trouble. The ensuing shootings on 
me —_— ears ward. the OP of ‘Bloody — 
hird," 4 


62 2-3679-1 1194 







as “Memo SAC, Chica o from SA 





| furnished the information that CONSTANT 
E’TUFFANELLI was very closely associated with JIMMY 
_ EMERY who resided at Chicago Road and 26th Street, Chicago 
Heights, Illinois. | [Statea that EMERY at one time 
operated a number of houses of prostitution and at the 
present time was engaged in the juke box business. | Dé 


62- 2079- 1893 Pe2 


Memo SAC, Chicago from SA J. HERBERT FOLEY, dated 
October 15, 1946 entitled "CAPGA" sub-caption "Chicago Heights, 
Illinois" 













urnished the information that 
EMERY, alias JIMMY AMERATI, was reputed to be in control 


of all the a cen in the community at the 
present time. stated that he did not believe 

this to be true since AMERATI was seldom in the community 
and was usually travelling around the country with a string 
of race horses which he owned. AMERATI lived at 26th Street 
and Chicago Road, in O ERRA Heights, Illinois, 


On August 15, 1946,- -SA MARK M. MC SHURLEY observed 
the automobile of JAMES EMERY, 1946 Illinois license 1507-507 
parked at the rear of the Owl Club in Calumet City, Illinois. 
The automobile registration for the car was checked and 

showed that it was a 1946 Cadillac Sedan, Engine #5400646. 

The address of JAMES EMERY was given as 2606 South Chicago | 
Heights, Illinois. The Owl Club was a large gambling establish- 
ment located in Calumet City, Illinois., 


i 





CG 94-60} a ae 
Generat Crime os Period: 4-15-L6- tok al5s 47 
Chicago Field Division General ‘Crime Conditions 4 
The Chicago Field Division reflects that FRANK 
still controlled: juke box business in and around the Chicago 

= Heights area. Among those associated with LA PORTE was JIMMY. 
EMERY, EMERY in the past had operated houses of prostitution. 


But. at the election of Sheriff WALSH in Cook County, the houses 
in Chicago Heights had been closed, E 


Page 375 


same anformatien:. as above referring to subject 
was JIMMIE EMERY, Also adds that JIMMIE EMERY had a 
| stable of horses. | o 


. 87-1248-15 | 


Ea Re Memo s hic linois dated April 30, 
1947. re: Subject, National Stolen Propebty — 
fet." Memo was written by SA J. DRISCOLL. > 0 

a s The following informtion has been submitted by | 
SA JAMES A. HANLEY of Joliet, in me to a lead to 


ascertain to whom Chicago Heights telephone number is 
| EOE HOE ete | | | 








Resident Agent HANLEY received informati n from 
who informed HANLEY 







or no in ormation to or er, 


ee ee to bureau records 





It. was reported by the credit 
go : 


eo 7 | 2 E ® 
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87-1248- 15 Cont. 


bureau ae 


carries on a business with. the old 
lobsters, eu as angel EMERY, FRANK LA PORTE, 
| X 





3-1 a] 6 p.22.2 


T inola n PAGNA. with aliases, 
ETA TO j 
a 


OO sor the opinion that|___] 


was à personal friend and visited with one JIM EMERY, whose 
Italian name was EMERICA. He was also of the opinion that we 
EMERY ran the Ace Liquor Store on Chicago Street, Chicago is 
Heights, across the street. from the Walgreen Drug Store. 
Further inquiry at the | 


) Ace Liquor Store brought out the 
fact that the store wasl_ | ht i 


had a. reputation as a bootlegger, and had 
vicinity for many years 






| Page ah 





Investigation revealed that JIM EMERY resi 
thicago Road, Heigh Illinois. 











advised that EMER 
| ne Was at, that time probably racing his © 
hors es at one of the southern race tracks. He stated EMERY 


drove a Cadillac car which bore both Illinois and Florida 
license Ea but he did not know the numbers.. 


-9- 
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Renna: of SA ADRIAN L. MEYER (A), at Chicago, [llindis, 
dated 2/25/18 regarding "LOUIS CAMPAGNA, WaS., ET AU! reflects 
thatan attempt was made to locate JIM EMERY at 2606 Chicago 
Road, and. it was ascertained from his wife that both JAMES and 
their son, RALPH, were ät the time at the Hialeah Race Track 
in Miami, Florida. She stated that she did not know their 
exact address.in Florida but they should be able to reach him 
through the race track inasmuch as they were racing a string € 
their own horses. She also advised that the name EMERY 
was an 1 Anglicized ia of the Italian name Aes 


. 28> -194-963 Pe 5 | 
=. Report of SA EDWARD L. DUBOIS, JR., at Miami, Florida 
dated 3/1/48 regarding "LOUIS CAMPAGNA, was., etal" reflects 
that the United States Attorney in Chicas desired the 
Location of | 14) hat a Grand Jury subpoena might 


be 
joe 





a 1 an 


horses, and the EMERY s might be at Hialeah, Florida. 
31-0-14 14934 | Oo 
TE “Memo, SAC: Chicago Aon Director ed 12/15/48 © 
regarding "UNKNOWN SUBJECT, JIMMY EMERY, FRANK 
LA PORT, White Slave Traffic Act" enclosed two copies of an 


anonymous letter dated 12/3/18 complaining of “plik onan 
activities in Chicago, Illinois. 


‘The letter to "Dear Sir” states that one oi oe 
TETE streets. in America was State Street, Calu ity, 
Illinois. The sÝ) icate head men were JIMMY EMERY, 
and FRAN” LA PORT (of Chicago Heights) were the law 
there and the “police were their stoogies, | 


The envelope: was postmaked McKeesport, ee 12/b/ Be 
l0 | 
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62-33 75-1855 Be 282 

=. General Grime Survey, Period: October 15 1949 
to April 15, 1950 General Crime Conditions Within The 
Chicago Division under caption "Cook County~Blue Island- 


South Chicago Heights, Illinois" states that JIMMY EMERY 
still resided. and. operated around Chicago Heights. 





| ; Ré General Investigative Intelligence File-January 
15, 1961 to December 15, 1951-General Crime Conditions Within _ 
the mneage Division. | | 


| co Under „Notor ons Ty: [ 
South Side- o > eons —Avpes And Haces ol amuseneni- 





62- -3375-2529 2.120, 424 


| < Re General Investigative Intelligence File ~ Period 
- June 15, 1952 to December 15, 1952 -General Crime Conditions 
Within Chicago Division, . 


- Chicago Height s, Illinois 
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a “uthgCooperative Music Company, which was 
originally lécated at 1724 South Halsted Street, has mo ved 
' toa place two doors south of its original- location. This 
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company: is, still operated by. JAMES EMERY and FRANK LA PORTE. 

EMERY and LA PORTE are still connected with alleged syndicate 
and also in Chicago Heights and Calumet City area. Through 
‘the Music Company they handle juke boxes, cigarette machines, 

racing sheets, horse racing, and slot machines, JAMES 
EMERY was.a race horse owner who raced horses throughout 
the country. He has recently purchased a farm, the exact 
address unknown, and is located in the ganeral vicinity 
of Cicero Avenue and 159th Street, Harvey, Illinois. 


| 6223375 2704 p.59,61.,63,65,99,100,17 


Se Caner Investivative Intelligence File Period: 
December 15, 1952, to June 15, 1953, General Crime Conditions: 
within Chicago Division reflects the following under caption 
"JAMES EMERY, Was’ JIMMY"; 


. "By-the Way-Farms, Thornton Township, 159th Street,. 
anproximte age 65, male, white, OMERY is a retired overlord 
=- of syndicate operations in Chicago Heights and Calumet City 

area. He reportedly is presently in retirement and his 
principal interest is traveling the country with his stable 
of race horses. The principal tracks which EMERY takes his 
horses to are in the Southern and Midwestern Sections of the 
country. EMERY has been overseer of syndicate operations 
~ in the Calumet City-Chicago Heights area for the last thirty 
| are ae bp aaa ae ae Pa indi idual in syndicate 
i eji ? l l 








| FeO, ) E 

amar ceed at 1720 South Haleted Street, ore 
Heights, Illinois. EMERY is married, his wife residing at 
2606 South eae Road, Chicago Heights, Illinois." 


“The survey also. ‘contained the following information 
regarding "RALPH EMERY" | 


ng12 Memorial Drive, Chicago Heiente: Illinois, 

white, male, age 34, height 5i 7", weight 150 lbs., blue eyes, 

black hair. RALPH EMERY is the son of the retired syndicate 

boss, JIM EMERY, He runs the Swing Club at 104 State Street 
with JOE,@UZZINO; reportedly has the syndicate controlled 
‘concession on cigarettes vending machines in the Chicago 


E CRES -Calumet city area.” — 
| |  =12- 
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Page 61. 


Information regarding ines who was 
a body pare of JIM EMERY. | 


= Page 63 


Information regarding FRANK LA PORTE who was 
immediately responsible to syndicate chief JIM EMERY. 


Page 65 





Page 99 


Information regardin 





Page 100- 


The Swing Bar at 106 West = Street, Calumet 


City,’ was formerly owned by RALPH EI a on o AMES 


aH Hy LN @il Z TNO 
Page 173 
On, 2 






received an anonymous call in which the 
that he knew’ the names of the men who 
Ly i Indi 


The informant 





_-13- 





CG 94-60} ` 


SOT ar ar TT MET — ab 
ERY, was the man whé!killed DENNIS KELLY. _ 


- Re General oee Intelligence File-Period 
June 15, 1953 to December 15, 1953 - General Crime Conditions 
Within the Chicago Division. 





Under "South Cook County"~ -South Section of Cook 
County--it is stated as reflected in previous crime survey, 
that the Cooperative Music Company which is located at 1728 
S» Halsted Street, Chicago Heights, Illinois, is still 
in operation and is being operated by JAMES EMERY and FRANK 
LA PORTE. EMERY and LA PORTE are still connected with the 2%: 
alleged. syndicate and also have connections in Chicago Heights 
and Calumet City area. Through the music company they 
obtain juke boxes, Cigarette machines, and racing sheets 
for horse races. | | 


“FRANK LA PORTE was interviewed and he advised he 
has an interest in the Cooperative Music Company, which is 
located at 1728 South Halsted St. in Chicago Heights. FRANK 
LA PORTE with JAMES EMERY control all juke box machines in 
the Chicago Heights and Calumet City area. | 


| JAMES EMERY, . with aliases VINCENZO AMMIRTO of 
5101 West 147th Street, was interviewed and he stated that 
his only interest is in horse racing and the breeding of 
racing stock. EMERY has a farm at this address and he has 
numerous stables and pasture lands. EMERY advised that 
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JOSEPH GUZZINO. has _- 
been known. from. previous ‘Crime Surveys to operate gambling 
places in Calumet City.- It: will further be not that 
from. previous Crime Surveys 
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} ‘Re memo to Director the SAC Chicago re "Mafia" 
General. Investigative a e File. 
| b6 
Bureau of b7c 





zs = | 
Chicago, Illinois made available his file on the Mafia. 
The section of the:file covering the period from April Ay 
1951 to January 28, 1954 were reviewed. 


The file shows no sources and in only a few 
instances are direct statement made that these TROO pa 
are ae ead cas of Mafia connections. . 


, The most concrete statement found in the-file 
con ed GIACOMO AMMIRATO, with alias’ JAMES EMERY, 
JOE VERNI and "J" of 2606 Chicago Road, Chicago Heights, 
Tllinois. 


3 Å memorandum in the file showed that no source. 
stated that AMMIRATO is an alleged Mafia member, and tnat 
he visited CHARLES "LUCKY" LUCIANO in Italy during period 
of September 1946 and April, 1949. In the past he has 
handled prize fighters, operated a grocery store, and has 
operated an automobile sales agency, Now his only DoS Pepa 


other than horse racing, is an interest in the Chicago 
Heights Amusement Co., which handle jukeboxes. His. F 


"lae 
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‘criminal record, according to this memorandum, is that 
‘arising out. of ATU case #375 M, which was an arrest on 
October 12,:1928, for violation of the National Prohibition 
et. For this he was fined 100, | l 


A. 94-51 -112 ` 104,10 


7 Re General Investigative intelligence File- Period 
December 15, 1953.to June 15, 1954-General Crime Conditions 
Within the Chicago Division. | | 


: The Calumet. ‘City. Resident. EET by 
SA JOSEPH Ly SYLVESTER and EIMER V. LARSON, JR., 


The Cooperative: Music Company, which is- located 

at 1728 South Halsted Street, Chicago Heights, is still | 
in operation and is being. operated by JAMES EMERY and 

FRANK LA PORTE, These individuals are still connected | 
with the T syndicate and also have connections in 
Chicago Heights and Calumet City area. Through the music 
company they obtained juke boxes, cigarette machines 

and Racine sheets for horse races. o | 


| | JOSEPH GUZZINO, who has been known in the past to. 
operate gambling places in Calumet City, is a bodyguard 
for FRANK LA PORTE and JAMES SMERY, 


| . JAMES EMERY, wa., VINCENZO AMMIRATO, has a farm at 
Q hich is carried the 


5101 West 147th ‘Street, Cook Co 
hreadine wf racing stock ann 


Jnd "Political Tieu s with organized Crime" 
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994-519-235 p. 98,99,100 
-- Re General Vieeatinaiins Intelligence File-Period 
June 15, 1954 to December 15, 1954-General Crime Conditions 


Within the Chicago Division-Section dJ- -Chicago Division 
| Exclusive of Chicago. 


_ The following was dictated by SA JOSEPH L. 
SYLVESTER, 


The Chicago Heights Resident Agency 


B) Individual Mobsters and Hoodlums 





The following iafonmation has been reflected in 
PESON Core eh a and has not been changed to date: 


| JAMES EMERY was., VINCENZO AMMERATTI, ae: a 
farm located at 5101 West Beg ele ‘Midlothian. ia 


farm a EMERI carris ne +s | 


+ 


Page 100 — 
| Political Ticups with Organized Crime 


Zhen d19- 32h Pol 


Chicago Daily iowa: Red Streak Edition, Sesebex 
18, 1954, page l, colum 6 reflects article entitled “Hoodlum 
Ruled off Track~EMERY TOS by Daily News." .. | 
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- JIM EMERY, alias VINCENZO AMMERATTI, ara cing- 

-© stable owner Suspe Ed of being the Number One CAPONE 
Syndicate representative at the tracks, has been barred avon o 
racing at. Sportman's Parka- 





The action was a result of the exposure of EMERY! s 
criminal connections by the eae News. 


of Joca S; 
barred EMERY by refusing him stable space. 


oo : — Diea DIC 
was informed EM will take his stable south. | 


ft Keeneland Park in Lexington, Ky., whichis now 
racing, said no application a 
eee received from MERY to race his horses there, 


"EMERY is a prize example. of T citizens 
slipping through the thin security regulations of Illinois 
racing. He has run a stable at local tracks for eae | 

and operated openly. | | 


| | -EMERY for Ewo generations or more has been regarded 
as a. big wheel in the CAPONE ARENE, operation in the l 
pnicaze Heights area. ) . 


/ EMERY has had a EET stable of horses running in 
his name, and owns the By-the-Way farm on W. 159th St., 
Thornton. Township, near Haenmston Park race track. - | 


| EMERY's 2 year oH E A won the fourth 
race at Hawthorne last Thursday and returned B77 6. to win, 
037. 60 to place and B15. 80 to show. 


| “Among Police officials, there are two schools. 
of houent about EMERY. Some believe that he has retired 


from the mob. Other- point out that you don!t retire. 
. from*this outfit, and insist that EMSRY still reports, 


directly to. TONY eae the present boss man of the 
eee | 


alee 
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EMERY has spent most of the years in his 


adopted country as the associate of alky cookers, gamblers, 
vice-mongers and gunmen. . EMERY was indicted twice in 1929 


in the go-called Chicago Heights conspiracy case, which 
charged more than 200 offenses to violate the law. 


The first indictment was dismissed, EMERY pleaded 
guilty on the second indictment and was fined { 3500, which he > 
paid in court, 7 


During tie 1921 cleanup drive in Chicago Heights, 
a "JIMMY EMORY" was indicted with a score or more racketeers. 
the charge after his name was "disorderly house." 


In the early 19h0"s, after he had appeared as a 
horse owner, EMERY is noted in newspaper clippings as a 
lieutenant of the late FRANK NITTI, the gang leader who 
killed himself in 1943.. 


EMERY has lately come to the attention of Immigration 
and Naturalization officials of the Department of eet 
- who have EMERY's background under ESERE in thei 
ERROTA search for undesirable aliens. 


EMERY was naturalized in 1925, but his citizenship 
was cancelled by the Bureau of Naturalization in 1932, according 


to the RSEN in the Federal Building. 


His citizenship was restored March 19, 1946, by a 
(U~eS. ‘District Court Order. ; 


Investigators for the Thoroughbred Pacing Protective 
| Bureau have long had a gimlet eye on EMERY, in the belief that 
he is the link between the CAPONE aE Ecs and racing. 


But EMERY's ened 28s a licensed owner in Illinois 


nas only a few technical violations on it, including a $50 
fine in 1951 for starting a horse not in proper condition, 
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“After an odd looking race at Lincoln Fields in 
1938, a steward reported that he “deplored the participation 


of JAMES EMERY in racing" in ‘Illinois, but no formal 
charges were placed. against the horse owner, 


How does a ‘man with a long background of gang 
connections become a veteran around the Illinois tracks, as 
EMERY has become? 


O C the state racing board points he 
out that this is an "inherited situation", and that the present yc 
board has begun action to clear hoodlum influence out of 


the $100 million per year sport over which the state board 
presides, : 


of the racing 


board, points out that the licensing officials of the board 
issue some 5300 state license every year to owners, jockeys, 
trainers and ErOOMSe 





These licenses are renewable every year, and once 


granted ‘they are not likely to be challenged later, unless 
the owner, trainer or Jockey has violated some of the rules 


of racing. 


The rules’ of the state racing board say that no 
license should be. issued to any person, "who is connected 
with or associated with any person engaged in bookmaking, 

pool selling or other illegal enterprises." | 


Another rule. bars persons convicted of a. crime. 


= Still ahother rule is intended to bar. anyone “who 
is engaged in any activity or preetices which are undesirable 
or detrimental to the best interests of the public or the 


sport of horse ra cing.” 


a A casual examination of EMERY t s background would 
suggest that these rules were written specifically to keep 
characters like him out of the horse parks,- 
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TENY nag a epinvinel conviction on his record, ne. 
bas been and is associated with some of tae notorious annlers 
in Calumet City; - Blue Isloend, anc Caiceco “lei nts, cnc. oven a 

pacing steward has pone on record as saying: tnat SERY was 
a0 decoration to the sport. 3 


, But there is nothing in the records of. the state 
racing board to indicate thet onyono has ever dono. 
double take on MERY in his ennucl c applic ation ior renowal 
of owner's license. oc 


+ 


. The 195) application wes cooroved in routine 






fashion last April 30s | The Picens ng | Doi PG Tempers 120 ° 
On EVERY's . current aoplication, ho listed seven 


horses in bis stables. 


As of April, | :95L, the &i RY stable included two 
5 year- olds, “L "ROO" and TALEN PRE BD", a 8 yoar old, “LINCOLN! s 
DAY, and four:2 year olds, "Dontt Pail 1e”, "argunont," 
"Viruzza” and WO ETLGY Boy", | 


9519-317 pe 2 


Anonymous ‘source furnisned typewritten report 
October 22, 1954. and date stenpcd Chicago Office 


bod 
October 265 19546. 


r) 
qn 
on 


ci 
O 


ooe Phig report states, "Tho indication is that 
syndicate operations at tne race trecks are not a casual, 
offhend arro oy of manipulations by incividual hoods who 
happen to li ke horses, but aro strictly business, controlled 
from the | top.” | : o 


| | “Thore are two arns--toe stele area, dealing 
with the ectual running of reces, doping, attvenpts, to 
control trceiners, owners, jockeys-~onyonc they con roaches 
The othor branch is the cpendstcad area, hendling Pinencos. 


They wore closely torethor. 
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| ay 
- Concerning the back stretch operation. Key man is `, 


who operates ntact ond through 
messenger , “ 


JIM EMERY was believed a direct line from ACCARDO 
to the tracks. He now is eliminated, outwardly’ at least. 
Oneoof his habits at Arlington y mikir naunds of the 
jockey' S quarters 








E The Chicago American, Diamond. Final Edition, 
dated May 31, 1955, page.19, column 3 contained ‘an article — 
captioned "CAPONE. hid. Denied Stalls At Balmoral." .- 


| i Five horses “from the. ‘stable of JAMES EMERY, 
former AL CAPONE aid, have. been refused stall space at 
Balmoral Jockey Club. an 


| Officials or the club, “formerly Lincoln Fields, 
informed EMERY. NO stall space was. immediately available, 


— ” tthe 2 ip hich accompanièd the. horses was 
said to b for. EMERY 's horses, 
EMERY later protestéd to club officials, He was told. 
they would hòld a meeting ‘tomerrow to decide. on his 
application. to race at- Balmoral. ” a | 






EMERY said he had been. legitimately licenses by 
the Illinois Racing Board and has a right to race his horses ary 
where in the state. | 


| ‘Tomorrow? s meéting. Was expected to pass on 
EMERY! S application to race at. Balmoral and possibly also. 
might determine his future äs. an owner . 


Club. officials. present will include 









also was expected to be present. 
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| : Balmoral- officials said that twice before che meet | 
openen this year, EMERY had made application for stall Ran 
He had been turned down both times because he did not yet 
have his 1955 ae poms the Illinois board. 





EMERY could not be reached for comment. His friends 
said he plans, if necessary, to take his case through the 
courts. He feels he would not have been held a desirable 

. citizen in the ee of the Illinois Racing Board. 


EMERY, said his friends, takes the view that a . 


_ track has the riche to bar anyone from attendance at the 
races on grounds of undesirability, but he believes that 
they cannot bar an owner. duly licensed by state officials, . 
the friends said. EMERY also is known as VINCENZO AMMERATTI. 


He is alleged formerly to have run bootlegging interests 
in the far Southwest Side of Chicago for CAPONE. He gave 
his-address on his license. application as 5101 W. 147th - 
a Tinley Park. | 


9h 519- -383 


‘The Tan Daily News, Blue Streak Bdition, dated 
June 2, 1955, page 45, column 8 contained an article 
entitled TAMER Nenled Stall Space by Balmoral." 


JAMES EMERY, onetime CAPONE associate was denied 


stall space’for his string of five race horses Wednesday 
by Balmoral, racing at Washington Park. The Illinois 


Racing Board awarded EMERY an owner's license for this 
season last: Saturday and an Se es tion for stall space 
followed. | o 
i . . EMERY threatened to go to. court fe perused: stall 
Space, 3 | : ae | 
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| , It is ere that EMERY, alias VINCENZO AMMIRATI, 
will be denied stall space at both Arlington and Washington 
as the same management runs all three associations. 


‘The Balmoral decision to bar EMERY declared: 


"Official notice that the Racing Board had approved . 
an owner's license for EMERY, who had applied for stall 
space, was not received by Balmoral until Mey 28, Com- 
mitments for available stalls have been made. After due 
consideration, EMERY was not alloted stalls." | 


O}-519- (Sub 6) 17 pel 


“Re memo to Director, dated July 13, 1955, subject, 
LOUIS CAMPAGNA, a Hoodlum PONOR 


| Re SAC letter 53-58-dated August 25, 1953, and 
Chicago letter dated March 31, 1955. 


On May 30, 1955, LOUIS CAMPAGNA died of a 


heart attack while fishing off e coast of Florida on c 
yacht owned by a ree has in the | 
past represented many of the Chicago hoodlums. His wake | 
was held in the mortuary at 2921 South Harlem Avenue; Berwyn, 
Illinois. According to the Pong Tribune of June 2, 


1955, the wake was attended by the heiyarchy of the 
underworld, wit} de ACOR , ROC LSCHETTI, JOE 












PA, CLAU Z MADO ATUPPA, JOHD-LARDINO, Si.M 
arnad, rot JACK CERONE, 
RALP EACE, JAMES EMERY and “FRANK LA 7 


he 


We 
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Qly- 19-611 pe 118, 119 
General Investizative Tate Llicence ile = Period - 


Be. 1955 to June 15, 1956,-Genera 1 Crime Conditions 
within the Chicago Division. | 


Be Indivi duel Lobsters and ToodLuas 


| As report sod in previous surveys, the Cooperative 
‘usie Company, | 1728 S. Halsted, Chica:o Hoichts, is still 
in operation end is still a distributing point for jukeboxes 
slot machines, pinball machines, horce racine forms, cand 


cigarette machines. This company is still operating under 
the. same individuals, namely Jioc a WERY end “RANK LA PORT 


It will be noted that both of these individuals nave 


connections with the alleged TN as well as. connections 


in Chicago Heights: and ‘the a ace City, Illinois arcas 


page 119 
advised that JALLES EMERY is still in 
bad: Dhiyal cona it ion and 18 endeavoring to sell his bé 
recins h és | he. Loverstes in the Chicago area . b7c 


He advised, however, that 
HERY is ruming the. horses under otner »veople!s naes 


ol 110 





31.9670: 3 


Re: General Investi vertion Tntellivenuce rile - 
Period ~ Jume 15, 1956 to Dece:ber 15, 1956 ~ Cenerel Crime 
Conditions within the Chicaso Dividion. 


B. Individual Mobsters and Hoodluns 


As reported in previous surveys, the Cooperative 

Music Company, 1728 Halsted Stroct, Chicago Heights, is still 
ae operation, and is still distributins juke boxes, slot 

machines y horse racing forms and circarette macnines. This 
Soe js still operating under the sane individuals, 
namely JAMES HERY and SRACK LA PONTS, It yill be notod 
that both of these individuals hive connections with the 
eee syncicate as well as connections in Chicago. 
Hel enbs and Calumet. citys Illinois., 


a Es A6038 a ee 
Re: Mero SAC 2go irom SA JOSEPH Le LID 
SYLVESTER - Subject l | 
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b6 
b7C 
EID 
He stated tnat trore 
_would probably be a. pe nae soon to determine who will 
take ‘his places. : 4 | cc 3 
1-60- 1851 De 1 
a  Gnicego: morio to St Louis Geted 10-25-57" 
remnording "Grenap" reflects that on tne aivht of 3-06-57; 
a wake wos held for. JAMES GPR ot une Sorardi Funerel | 
Homs, Chicago. Heichts, Tllinois. DORY ues tho cllopod 
syndicate. represontative in horse roe'ar cng eet | 
once was the lieutenant to TRACK PET LRC Te L, noe b6 
‘a chief in thestavone Syndicote . > resistere PIC 





= local hoodlums also, were in attendance. 


(ASE 


Chicago Daily. News, Teod Stroak Edition, Merch Ts 
1957, page -PE column 6, reflects orticle, Yruneral for 


‘Hood in Style of !20's” further " Syndicate brass » Flowers 


Jan Rites for Junes Smery”. 


©. An old style of the 1920's nas boen revivod--pluso 
tunersls Lor hoodlums. | D 


‘This was denonstratod Thursday as JASS WIERY, ol, 


an old timer in sy yncicente aLLalrs, WES Laid to reste 


AL CAPONE himself os. virine iiy sncaked into 
tae couietery men he died in 197. cut 2.in¥, never very 
well known, got the full treatiient. eon representing evory 


field of noodlun endeavor turned out for his uelke-; ond 


funeral. 





CC 9lp=60}, 


Db 519-702_ Con! te. 


Pa Hundreds of floral picces, soc of th 
tect hich, wore sent. aa 


Tae mourners fillod three roong of the Gerardi 


Chapel, 2520 Chicago Road, Chicago ioiehts., Eleven stgtion injure 


m r 


wore used to transport the flowcrs to tnc cometory. Hore 


tnan PBO cers joined in the funerel processions 


Top sindicate brass reportcdly turned out ror 
Danz. funeral and held a Pnoy con erence in cn Orro OF 
the chopel. Ji 


A. Capone 
So. were such ya aE 





Co OF Gis ia a ee Pie f PUPPA 


NETO 3. who died Saturcar in vt. Lovderdele, 1 
was the syndicato ene iee in norse recia oi faire 
He once was lieutenant to ii PNIS Oia me a 


chief in the old syndicate. 
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Ree imeno to SAC, Chicero from SAC, Cleveland, 
da deen eres 6s AE aP n Bi] Oty e o an 
GII” o 325 ci = 


(This menorandum mentions »bootlesrors and 
Ssociates of the Capone nob in Chicaroe-however, the 
ome of dA Zakr is not mentioned in tno body of 


: this WC ə ,) 


92. 6-00 Bs 29 ` 


Res Memo to SAC trom SA wi OL 
subject, ‘Top Hoodlum Pporreu datog oa 





eye 
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| | SOARS LA PORTH is en olc tine pootleceer restricting 
his. activities to Calumet City, Indiana, cnd Chica:o Heinis, 
Tilinois. Dook making, prostitusvion, and pootlerrin: nas 
been his forte. 


DA POTE was investirscsced with JAS Avital, Cio 


JAIES ELERY, deceased, in connection with Cherles "LUCK 
LUCIANO activi tics in the narcotic trarfic.e | 
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